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BUNNIK-VECHTEN – FECTIO 

The military settlement of Vechten was located on the southern bank of a meander of the Rhine, 
c. 5 km upstream from the bifurcation of the rivers Rhine and Vecht. The river Vecht was of crucial 
strategic importance, providing access through the Flevo lakes to the forts at Velsen, the North 
Sea and the estuaries of the Ems, Weser and Elbe rivers. 

The site is surrounded by several pre-Roman Rhine channels, most of which were already silted up 
when the Roman army arrived. Some were probably still wet depressions and shaped the 
development of the settlement. Today, the site shielding the remains of several successive 
military installations is still an elevated area, bounded to the south by a pre-Roman Rhine channel 
following the course of the Marsdijk and to the north by the Roman channel now largely hidden 
under the A12 motorway. A considerable part of the settlement was damaged c. 1870 by the moat 
of a fort of the New Dutch Water Line (also part of a World Heritage site!), but in much of the 
internal area of the modern fort the Roman levels are still intact. 

The name of the site is known to be Fectio, as attested by a votive altar, the Anonymus Ravennas 
and the Tabula Peutingeriana. It may have been named after the nearby Rhine branch known 
today as the Vecht. 



 

The latest fort (period 3), largely in stone, is the only one where the defences have been identified 
on all four sides. Today, the plan of this fort is indicated by a concrete plinth which is used as a 
display for finds and explanatory texts. This 2.6 ha fort was probably built in the late 2nd century. 
It was preceded by at least six timber forts (periods 1.1-5 and 2) of unknown size, some of which 
may have been substantially larger. Over time there were two shifts in the orientation of the 
forts, probably connected with river erosion (mid-1st c.?) followed by silting up (starting no later 
than c. AD 130). 

Thanks to the high water-table timber remains of the earlier forts and constructions along and in 
the riverbed are very well preserved. A large part of an early Roman ship of Mediterranean 
construction has been excavated, and there is a historical record of another ship. 

The overwhelming quantities of finds indicate that the first fort was built c. 5 BC, but a start 
during the campaigns of Drusus in 12-9 BC is not excluded. Lead slingshot marked L.VIII might 
even indicate military presence during Caesar’s Gallic War. Military occupation extended at least 
into the early 3rd century and possibly until the Gallic Empire (AD 260-274). There are some finds 
from the Late Roman period, but so far there are no attested military structures from this period 
west of Nijmegen. 



 

Excavations indicate that the extramural settlement extended along the Rhine bank from 250 to 
the southwest of the stone fort to 950 m to the northeast, but its layout is still very unclear. It 
probably consisted of strip houses built at right angles to the river, facing a road. Cemeteries are 
not very well attested either, with a few cremation graves to the south of the stone fort and 
further east. Large quantities of complete pottery vessels strongly suggest that many graves 
were disturbed by the construction of the modern fort. The Limes road has not been attested 
within the settlement area, but only approximately one Roman mile to the southeast and the 
west. 

  



CASTELLUM HOGE WOERD 

The Hoge Woerd near De Meern 
has been known as a site for 
Roman antiquities since the 
16th century. The first modern 
fieldwork, actually a trial 
excavation, took place in 1940, 
when by chance a corner of the 
bathhouse was uncovered. In 
1973 traces of barracks were 
excavated on the verge of the 
former Castellumlaan, and a 
more detailed phasing could be 
drawn up. In 1982, a more 
extensive investigation 
followed, in anticipation of the 
construction of a villa which has 
now made way for Castellum 
Hoge Woerd. Among other 
things, successive phases of the 
via principalis were 
documented, accompanied by a 
porticus, next to a pre-Flavian 
building complex in the 
praetentura, presumably a 
fabrica. 

 

In the large-scale research 
preceding the construction of the new urban district Leidsche Rijn (1997-present), the castellum 
and the vicus were largely left untouched. Instead, the Limes and Landscape research programme 
focused mainly on the infrastructure of the Limes between the fort sites, i.e. the road, structures 
related to water management and watchtowers. The Hoge Woerd was as far as possible 
subjected to non-invasive investigation, including several campaigns of geophysics. An inventory 
was also made of the numerous coin finds from the site, which provided strong indications for the 
foundation around the year 41, just like Alphen aan den Rijn and Valkenburg. In the periphery of 
the monument, the roads leading out from the fort came to light, as well as a several cremation 
cemeteries, quay works and a series of weapon depositions in the river, in addition to some 
important artillery missile scatters recovered from the river bed. 

Meanwhile, the condition of the monument had been a source of concern for many years due to 
regular work on utility lines along Castellumlaan, and the drainage and ever-deeper soil cultivation 
in the surrounding orchards. It was felt desirable to bring the entire monument into the public 
domain by buying up all the land. At the same time, in the long run-up to the World Heritage 
nomination, there was a desire to make the former Roman fort more of an experience. The 
Utrecht archaeologists also cherished the desire to return the finds and stories from 25 years of 
excavation in Leidsche Rijn to the new residents of this district. Finally, there was, of course, since 
2003, the Roman ship De Meern 1, for which a suitable presentation location had to be found. 



 
Castellum Hoge Woerd is the sum and outcome of all this. In order to gain support for this case of 
cultural resource management XXL, a broader operating basis than just archaeology was sought. 
Besides a museum, the Castellum therefore houses a theatre, an urban farm and a restaurant. In 
order to accommodate all the large spatial components (ship, theatre, restaurant), a common 
pavilion was designed. It seems to have landed on the Roman fortress almost like a spaceship. All 
building elements rest on concrete slabs, without piles underneath, and have been constructed as 
lightly as possible in order to meet the standard set by the State Service of no more than 1% 

compression of the archaeological 
layers. 

The museum embraces the entire 
Castellum, with the Roman ship in 
the large pavilion, an exhibition 
about 3000 years of living and 
working in this region in the north-
west quadrant of the fort, and an 
impression of life in a Roman 
garrison town from the ramparts, 
supported by clever 'time windows' 
and small collections of finds in the 
gate towers. The museum 
embraces a modern presentation 
style: story-based, immersive, 
educational and strongly focused 
on families and children. Museum 
Hoge Woerd is still in development 
and is currently working on a Wood 
Chamber, which will display the 
true gold of the Dutch Limes with 
its rich information content. 

  



 
ZWAMMERDAM – NIGRUM PULLUM 

In 1968 preparations for the construction  of the location 'on the Hooge Burch' started for the 
‘Johannes Stichting’, a healthcare institution in the village of Zwammerdam. Remains of a Roman 
military settlement were soon discovered. Subsequently, almost the entire castellum and 
substantial parts of the surrounding Kastellvicus could be excavated and documented. 

The oldest wooden fortress (phase 1: AD 47 – 69/70) appeared to have been destroyed during the 
turmoil of the ‘Batavian Revolt’ in AD 69-70. A new wooden fort (phase 2: AD 80 – 175) was built 
at the same location with a double fossa and earth rampart and three gates.  

The fort was largely rebuilt in stone (phase 3: AD 175 – 260) only a few meters from the bank of 
the river Rhine. An embankment and loading platform consisting in a row of large wooden piles 
was constructed along the river bank. This fort had four stone gatehouses of tufa. For a 1.2 ha 
fortress (85 by 140 meters) it had a remarkably large principia of 27 by 42 meters.  



The name of the site Nigrvm Pvllvm, is known from the Tabula Peutingeriana. 

Nigrvm Pvllvm is the smallest castellum in the Netherlands, raising the question whether an entire 
cohort could have been housed within the perimeters of the walls. Perhaps a smaller detachment 
of auxiliary troops was stationed there. Around AD 260 the military settlement appears to have 
been abandoned.  

The famous Zwammerdam ships – three large river barges and three smaller boats – were 
discovered in the course of the old Rhine just north of the military installations during the 
excavations in the 1970’s. These ships are now under restoration in Archeon (Alphen aan de Rijn) 
and will be displayed in the planned National Roman Shipping Museum which is to be built here. 

Hooge Burch 

‘Landgoed Hooge Burch’ is run by the healthcare institution Ipse de Bruggen and is located on the 
edge of Zwammerdam, where 480 clients requiring mental healthcare live in different homes in a 
green environment. There is also a treatment clinic on the grounds for people with a mild mental 
handicap or behavioral disorder, plus there are plenty of opportunities for daytime activities and 
recreation. 

In Grand Café de Haven on the grounds of Hooge Burch there is a permanent (free) exhibition 
about the excavations of the Zwammerdam ships with information about the military settlements 
and a display of finds.  

The Grand Café is run by the clients of Ipse de Bruggen who also prepare the dishes. In addition to 
those who are interested in archeology, you may also meet the clients, their family and friends, 
employees of Ipse de Bruggen, cyclists and walkers. This can be considered a unique place of 
inclusion where archaeological heritage and mental healthcare meet. You are invited to come by 
for a visit and see what the people of Ipse de Bruggen have accomplished here. 

 

 
  



 
MUSEUM PARK ARCHEON – ALPHEN AAN DE RIJN 

Museum Park Archeon is all about archaeology. Established in 1994 it houses an extensive 
collection of artifacts and reconstructed buildings based on archaeological research from the 
Netherlands.  

Museum Park 

The museum park is divided in three parts: prehistory, the Roman era and the Middle Ages. The 
forty-three reconstructed buildings are enlivened for visitors by Archaeo-interpreters. They 
demonstrate skills and occupations, as known from ancient and medieval written sources and 
through research. Or that we have come to know through experimental archaeology. Museum 
visitors can walk around freely, ask questions, participate in guided tours and try out techniques 
for themselves. 

South Holland Archaeology House 

Two presentations are housed in the indoor museum, the reconstructed Roman Villa of Rijswijk. 
The South Holland Archeology House has furnished the upper room with a chronological 
arrangement of finds from prehistoric to early modern times. The profession of the archaeologist 
is highlighted through various media.  

In the center of the hall is the Wassenaar Tomb – twelve brutally murdered people from the 
Bronze Age – where you can look into the eyes of one of the victims through a facial 
reconstruction. 

On the ground floor of the Villa of Rijswijk the Roman Age Museum is housed, with a variety of 
finds and hands-on reconstructions. Here too you can find one of the smaller Roman ships found 
at Zwammerdam in the 1970’s. 

Zwammerdam ships 

Everything about the famous Zwammerdam river barges can be found at the two restoration 
yards of Museum Park Archeon. The six ships excavated in the 1970’s were originally conserved by 
the maritime archaeological service in Lelystad, but in the run-up to the UNESCO recognition of 
the Lower Germanic Limes, the collection was moved to Archeon in 2016. 



 
The Zwammerdam collection includes three river cargo ships and three smaller boats. At the 
restoration yards, visitors can learn all about Roman shipping and closely follow the progress of 
the restoration. In the near future, the National Roman Shipping Museum will be built near 
Archeon, where all the Zwammerdam ships will be housed in a permanent exhibition.  

More ships, but as reconstructions, can be found in the Dorestad section. Since 2019, two replicas 
of Gokstad ships have been docked there, built by the Swedish shipbuilder Jan Mellring. 

 



The Friends of Archeon Association (VVvA) has been of great importance for many years in 
acquiring new attractions. This association made the reconstruction of a Bronze Age granary and 
part of a Roman mosaic floor in the bathhouse possible. Recently the Via Albaniana, a fine 
example of Roman road construction, has been added. 

 

Architectural research 

Not everything in Archeon is based on archaeology, other sources are consulted as well. Medieval 
houses, located along the Herestrate in the town of Gravendam, have been reconstructed 
following architectural research. In these medieval houses you can also find a rich collection of 
replica pottery, these are of course entirely based on archaeological finds. 

 



Please note: the texts and images of this leaflet are provided by the participating parties 
(Archeon, Castellum Hoge Woerd, Ipsen de Bruggen and involved municipalities) plus individuals 
(Rien Polak and Erik Graafstal), and may only be used as information for the 25th Limes congress 
excursions. 


